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@é London, came off last might at Guild Hall, m 
Shak ete, ee ot the Teliealy, For- 
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this desoription. He has resolved that the | 


| We understand, 


moome returns of last year shall havea 
thorough overhauling. To this end officers 
have been detailed to this special duty, and 
are now at work in all the leading cities of 
the country, Their advent in tBis City is, 

creathig quite a sensation 
iba wail ag A" haw to liffe 
in brown-stone houses, and keep handsome 


| equipages, without possessing any income. 


We trust the investigation will be thorough 
and exhaustive. The merchant or. banker 
who deliberately defrauds the Government 
on his income return is not a whit better 
than he who defranuds it in whisky or tobac- 
co. When it comes to be dnderstood that 
every doubtful return is to be investigated, 
and that the inquiry will not necessarily end 
‘with the filing of the return 1n theAssessor’s 
office, the receipts of the Government from 
this‘source will be largely increased. IfCom- 
missioner DELANO will carefully but persist- 
ently follow up the inyestigation he has 
begun, we have no doubt next year will wit- 


‘| ness an increase of the revenue from mceomes 


dress the Court:to-day im behalf of palit 


WARD Manice, This 
the attention of the eet euti ytidey’ 
Tho Boawé of Health: held evepeciel meet- 


| it wise to 


A match at the exciting scat of Lacrosse 
will be played. by the. Knickerbocker Club, of 
New-York, and the Mohawk Club, of Troy, at the 
latter place, on Thankagiving Day. Woe 
this will be the first regular game eyer 
between two en olube in the 
United States. 


”_—_-ooooo- 
Income Tax Frauds—The Special Investi- 
gation. 

_ Commissioner DetaNo’s action touching 
income returns shows that he is rapidly mas- 
tering the details of the business of his 
Bureau. Quick to discover faults in the ad- 
ministration of the law, and possessing the 
requisite decision and firmness to apply the | 
remedies, the Commissioner is proving him- 
self an excellent.executive officer. For years, 
it hae been perfectly well understood by all 
familiar with the subject, that the Govern- 
ment loses enormous sums annually through 


the failure of citizens to comply with the | 


law in making their income returns. I¢ is 
not doubted that five per cent. on all thein- 
comes of this country, if correctly assessed 


"| and faithfully collected, would realize sixty 


| millions of dollars annually, instead of the 


thirty-four er thirty-five millions now re- 
has been well known'to the Department 
hitherto, no effort bas been made to correct it. 


| Under such an. administration of the law, 


taxpayer soon came to understand that 


the matter was ended, and nothing more 


| would be heard,about it. uptil the next an- 
1 nual notice should again call the subject to 


n | hie attention. If misjakes had been made, 


the taxpayer would not ‘be called on to cor- 


. rect them; if, frauds had, been. committed, 


no efforts would be made to discover them. 


7 Udir caik shistaeilianda, Ui aes taigeio. 
| ing that a burden. so onerous as that of a 
| five per cent. income tax was more fre- 
| quently avoided than voluntarily assumed 
| by the taxpayer. . 


It does not seem diffoult i many to.con-, 
vince themselves of the correctness of their 
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| merchant, for instance, finds at the end 
at | of the yeat that his entire profits arerepre- 
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of no less than ten millions of dollars. 

But while it is a source of great gratifica- 
tion that this work is begun, we cannot so 
cordially commend the action of the Com- 
missioner in the choice of officers to whom 
the work has been assigned. Instead of im- 
posing’ this work upon the Assistant As 
pessors in charge of divisions, he has deemed 
specially for it, thus 
enlarging the number of revenue officers and. 
materially increasing the expenses of his 
Department. This we regard as @ serious 
mistake.. We know of no class of officers 
who devote less time to the discharge of 
their duties than Assistant Assessors in 
charge of divisions. Wedo not believe they 
work, on afi average, three hours per day. 
They could easly undertake this additional 
labor, and perform it more acceptably, both 
to the Government and to the taxpayer, than 
is possible by strankers sent specially into 
the distriéte. An Assistant Assessor, in 
charge of the same division for years, should 
be able to acquire a very accurate general 
knowledge of the incomes of most of the 
persons in his locality without an examina- 
tion of their boeks or papers. 

A aingle inquiry made at the time of filing 
the return would suffice to correct any mis- 
take into which ,the honest taxpayer may 
have fallen in. making up his retarn. In 
eases where positive fraud is suspected, the 
general profitableness or unprofitableness of 
the business in which the taxpayer has been | 
engaged for the last year, his style of living, 
and, above all, his character for truthfulness 
and honorable dealing,—all of which may | 
and indeed should be well known to the 
Assistant Assessor, but which cannot: be 
known to a stranger sent temporarily into the 
district,would aid in determining whether 
the facte and circumstances of the case call 
for an investigation. Knowledge of this de- 
séription would ‘not unfrequently spare in- 
vestigations by the Government into the | 
private affairs of citizens, whiéh can serve 
no purpose except to humiliate the honest 
but unfortunate citizen, and bring the law 

We know the answer to this suggestion 
will be that the local officers cannot be 
trusted to‘discharge this duty. If, however, 
the Commissioner will rid himself of some 
of the ‘knaves who have been forced upon | 
the duty which he is now giving to special’ 
officers upon new appointees, the difficulty 





o § Sat and Line im the Navy. 
* ‘The medical officers of the ‘navy are carry- 
ing on. their part of the war between line, 
and staff in the ‘service with extraordinary, 
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of Cuba with thatef the Central and South 
American Republics, formerly under the do- 
‘minion of Spain, will deeply regret the mis- 
management which has characterized the 
insurrection intended to accomplish Cuban 
independence. It a6ems to be the destiny of 
every colony Which is governed from Madrid 
to fall into gradual decay, or at least to have 
its progress perceptibly retarded, and its re- 
sources frittered away. It isnot yet fifty years 
ago since the five Republics of Central Ameri- 
caachieved their independence, and notwith- 
standing circumstances of great trial, they 
have since enjoyed a measure of prosperity 


“which, with the meubus of Spanish rule 


upon them, they could never have hoped for. 
Where social or political disorders haye 
prevailed most largely, we find that Spanish 
influences and Spanish traditions retain their 
strongest hold. Guatemala is one example of 
this, and if Nicaragua has not experienced 
that repose which was essential to its wel- 
fare, we must remember that the slaye- 
holders of the South are partly responsible 
for the misfortune. Spain has scarcely ever 
ceased to harass the South American Repub- 
lica, from which she was only driven after 


exhausting all her efforts. The United States 


Government are still endeavoring to make 
peace between Spain and Peru, Chili, Bolivia 
and Ecuaior. 

If Cuba could have freed herself from the 
trammels which have so long held her down, 
the lesson of her history would have been 
far stronger than that of all the other colo- 
nies Which once called Spain the “mother 
country.” The wealth of the island, the va- 
riety of its resources, the enterprise and in- 
dustry of a large section of the people, must 


necessarily have raised it to a position in: 


the world such as it has never yet attained. 


Had it been under a Government which en-" 


couraged the development of the country, 
and protected the welfare of the people 
while: seeking to withdraw as little 
as possible from the fruits of their 
industry, it would in one year have 
accomplished more than im any de- 
cade of its previous history. But the 
yoke of Spain has had its usual effect. It is 
a blight upon every people who have: been 
subjected to it, and only when they throw it 
off does the curse which paralyzes all their 
efforts pass from them. Many countries have 
treated their colonies foolishly. France has 
always neglected hers; England is at this 
moment trying all in her power to get rid of 
New-Zealand; but Spain alone withers every- 
thing she touches. If Cuba 1s not insignifi- 
cant, it is partly because her natural riches 
were too great to be altogether neutralized, 
and partly because the Spanish Government 
has treated Cuba as.a mine from which she 
might always get help in extremity. 

"The time seemed to have come when Cuba 
could get rid of this constant drain upon her. 
The flight of Quéen Isiperi.s, in September, 
1868, left Spain in. confdsion. Wa all know 


that the same confusion still exists. Thus, 


for a period of fourteen months the Inde- 
pendence Party in Cuba have had a great op- 
portunity im their hands, ‘We will not ask 
what they have done with it, for we have no 
desire to seem willing to cast reproach on 


leaders who must bitterly deplore their 


fe ree ee pidge ertgen berg 
, whether -we have seen all that 


“liberationists” are destined © to’ 


do? ‘Is ‘no.mote help to be afforded them 
by Cubans who have the means and the 
power to support a. tottering causé?f They 
fold their arms, and call upon the United 


‘States for “ intervention,” for “ recognition,” 
|] and we know not what besides. Supposing 
‘the Government here decided to “reeng- | top 
nize” Cuba, to whom would it’send its tep- | * 
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eee varainte oot ab 
that system, and it was to Gratity —_ 
alone that it wae made. sees 

“The clanse in the Tax Levy making tite ap 
propriation authorizes the distribation to be 
made among’ those “ schools spay mgd 
dren gratuitously in the City of New-¥ 
who are not provided for in the common 
schools thereof.”—thereby intimating that it 
was for the benefit of children unable to gain 
admission into our pablic schools ; whereas, 
in fact, the schools that receive the 
larger share of the fund are composed of 
children who are prohibited from entering the 
public schools by ecclesiastical authority’ 
and solely on religious grounds. The report 
recently made to the Board of Education by 
Commissioner Sanps shows that there is am- 
ple accommodation in the public schools of 
the City for a much larger number of schol- 
ars than now make up the average attend- 
ance. Again, the language of the appropria- 
tion requires the amount appropriated to be 
“equal to twenty per cent. of the excise 


moneys received by the City in the year ' 


1868,” thereby giving the impression that the 
money is to be taken out of that fund. Now 
the fact 1s that the City will be compelled 
to issue bonds to raise the money for this ap_ 
propriation; and there was no more reason, 
except to mislead the public, for any refer- 
erice to the excise fund than there was to 
base the appropriation on a percentage of 
the income of the Prince of Wazs. 

: ene 

The Erie Strike. : 

The resolutions passed by the Erie brake- 
men now on strike at Port Jervis show that 
their real ground of complaint is a want of 
good faith on the part of the management. 
They declare that they have been dealt with 
unfairly, that the Company has violated its 
pledges by discharging men without assign- 
ing any cause, except that they lately tried 
to get an advance of wages. How. much 
trath there is in these allegations, it is not, 
of course, for us to say; but it is clear, at 
all cyents, that the present conduct of the 
brakemen contrasts favorably with that of 
the Company. 

For example, we noted the other day the 
vast preparations made to “put down the 
strikers”—the enrollment of a thousand or 
more men, picked up from the “ fighting 
element” of New-York, Jersey City, Hudson 
City and Hoboken; the sending along the 
road of an “armed body guard,” and the 
general hostile preparations. 

- But to what end was all this “dreadful 

Sat yaibatheion The eastern division 
brakemen have not manifested the slightest 
desire to disturb persons. or property. They 
fesolved unanimously, at their mecting, 
which was very orderly, “that we all peace- 
ably leave the employ of the Company, and 
allew them the immediate privilege of em- 
ploying such men as they may deem proper ;” 
and instead of resisting force by force they 
appointed a committee “to make arrange- 
ments with the Company, after which all 
others of the brakemen are to go peaceably 
to their homes.” It was further resolved 
“that no employes interferé with any of the 
Company’s property, so that everything may 
be done in a creditable manner.” These are 
the men against whom the Erie managers 
levied the forces, who demanded “extra 
wages for the chance of a broken head.” 
Consitiering that the one policy was that of 
employes and the = peel ogee. yarns 
and considering, too, how much sly, mali. 
‘dhien Widhilign hadith aed. Bann Sed Ci 
former, their resolutions and their conduct 
thus far put them in decidedly the better 
Tight. . 

This was not all that the brakemen did. 
They took paina to resolve as follows : 
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not eo éasily disposed of. ‘ 
sia worth whl wnt bat la to cnney sre 
talk of Erie mismanagement heard io 
and ‘revived especially ‘during 
rences as the present, in all tbe grvat alten | 
of the country, there is rarely or never any 6 Cork 0 
ill-feeling exhibited against the road itself ae ople 
as 9 public institution, or against the stock- | themselves for Bona, ina steamer chartered b; 
holders and bondholders, who are honestly | the French Government. The change of climate 


desirous that it shall serve the public inter- ee se 
ests faithfully; it is only agaist the present | Passage’ 


indignation is directed. wacapeuene Land bill. A¢ 
ooo sane grt sna na ae 
Competition aud its Dangers. | *° aarecfan pivantages, 8, they will probably 
ree hae in speaking of insur- pend weep’ coptortable in some. litte 
own. 
ance companies’ . remarks, “the |" pitt «Fath 
truth of the matter is that the unsound pro- aashapcaaunneioes ball th sicko 
portion of insurance business, whatever that | of this C’ty, that just now the gas is so bad as te 
may be, 1 due to excessive competition.’ | be absolutely poisonous. Why need this bet 
The observation is a perfectly just one, and is ae Pua ae os 
applies to this country as well as to England, | ® ‘uminating power ad 
and to fire.as well as to life insurance. The ee aeibe ee 
unnecessary multiplication of companies Se Bena ste ae nui, ama 
leads -to] methods of obtaining. business ot thmtnichal bey dhaieadnd od thatenniin, Withee 


which are sure in the end to result disas-| 141, aitny nuisance. Surely the Gas’ Coimpanios 
trously. The reckless expenditures of large | must nave some feeling for the many thousands 


sums to force these companies into notice— | wno are forced to breathe an atmosphere s> 
the establishment of costly places of business cradly 05 le teeny Senate subjected. 
before they. are fairly afloat, in order tp | Be a little merciful, 


¢ 


attract attention,—the appointment of offi- 
cers whose use is only to absorb funds to an 
amount out of all proportion to the business 


_—__—_ 


Poste wes doubt the Sally vaccina. 
tion should take note of the news which arrived 


they bring,—the payment of commigsions to yesterday respecting the Indians tn Montana. 


agents which no known tables of rates are One tribe has already lost over five hundred of 
its members; it has been literally cut in half by 
able to bear, are all to be charged to excessive the small pox. ‘The st 


@mpetition. There is no business which | utterly unable to help thémssives, and dead Tn- 
an insufficient market and undue expendi- | River.” Similar stories have been told in con- 
ture. Especially is this true of insurance. | nection with European epidemics prior to Jzn- 
The legitimate field of its operation is large, | "ER’s discovery. The malady would soon ro- 
but not without limit. To carelessly accept | sme its old fearful sway but for the barrier 
doubtful lives inthe anxiety to secure busi- | Which Vaqsination pequeams ta @ 

ness, is but to enter upon a field which is not ~~ 


Father HYAciInTHE was invited the 
legitimate, and is full of danger; and the | ,. ride Siena EAN, tc vee ee 
same spplies to the payment for business at | «ity ana deliver addresses. Tho Father thanks 


too high a price, whatever form of expenses | the ministers for their: attention, reminds them 
that price may assume. (what they appear to have forgotten) that be has 
In the case of fire insurance these remarks | not broken from his Church, but only from its 
apply with equal force. The acceptance of | abuses, and adds, “My purpose in coming to 
risks is frequently governed by rules which | America is to escape excitement and rest 
are too loose to be of service, if, indeed, alittle.” This is surely plain enough. Would it 
there be any rule at all. Too often the | 20+ be the tracst courtesy and ‘kindness’ toward 
character of the building or other property apie bie. ps 3 hei 
to-be insured is taken for granted from the | *@4tes#” suybody he can eanty 
mere statement of the applicant for insur- Copan eer tee eee 


less to pelf him with invitations—so soon, too, 
ance. Besides this, there are numbers of | sh.2tne shock his nervous system must have 


agents whose reports are based upon the | sustained from first finding out what “gontie- 
most cursory examination, where they | men of the Press” are really like. , 
examine st all: And the personal char- _—_—— 

acter and reputation of the insured scarcely |, a oper ee ene 
enters into the question of accepting " detects existing Registry when he 
the risk. It is surmised upon good | says that sufficient time ts ‘not allowed for re- 


} . by fire are i by i liari morning there is no opportunity for carrying. 


. | outa thorough scrutiny of register, 
Detection after thé fact 1s. always difficult; Se at on ee eons 


or a matter of chanee, and generally impos- have found absolutely indispensable for the 
sible. The crime destroys its own record. weaoe dd Citlotatng ee telat oo. 
The possible motives for it, and the moral | posed an mterval of six days between the closing 
and business status of the claimant for reim- | of the registry and the opening of the polls— 
bursement for the less, are highly important | little enough. The “revising barristers” in Eng- 
considerations, therefore. Yetthese are con- | land would have slender occupation if only six 
tinually neglected on granting a fire policy. days were allowed for revimon and appeals. 
Thus unnecessary sacrifices are made by | Th¢. Convention, however, further reduced the 
the companies both of money and reputation. time to four days, and the loss of the article, in 
Ne : <coosiahewely GiB ooitimerenn ave 
surance companies is proper, so long as it is tie dies’ 1S 1 te 
chine within: tnninslaa teends. Tied On ee ee 
conceive of a more effectual arrangement for 


bounds are exceeded when new ones are encouraging trandetn 8 system of régistration 
started without reference to the public need, 


and which must inevitably resort to hazard- Lest Thursday aGlergyman of Bristol, R 
ous practices to live even foratime. © | L, received a letter inviting him to “fill s va- 

pC! ‘cant pulpit” at Providence. He went to the 
“The subject of lighting the streets, alluded Place appointed. Instead. of ‘@ vacant 
to by Mr. RoosEvVELT at the late meeting of the pulpit he was put into an empty room. a pistol 
Association of Science and Art, ts a very impor- | 44 presented at his head, and his pockets were 
tant one, especially as regards crowded cross- rifiéd. Hé also had to draw Woheck for $1,500. 
ings where cars run, and most especially at the ene. 
‘crossings near the ferries. Here the gas lamps the conduct of ‘the - He 
and other. twinkling lights rather embarrass the walked into the net of the f with his eyes 
sight, in the midst of the vehicles ; and the rush- ehut. In mr we Py aoearace must 
‘ing and dodging, particularly on Winter nights: often be in pil Mf they mate journeys 
_ with snow on the ground, are things to moralize | {2to far. “Places at ‘the ‘solicitation of 


on. Thé' ferry owners should have largé elevat- | Perfect. strangers, and “without asking ‘s : 
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; of the Tuileries on- foot, and leaning 
m the arm of General pp Fatty, walked for a 

rt time on the terrace followed by the crowd. 
‘A few cries of “Vive P Empereur” greeted him, 
‘but his reception was on the whole cold. The 
@igure describes an incident which I did not 
‘witgess, but which, if it took place, sufficiently 
indicates the disposition in his regard. 
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